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1. FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF SIGNING OF MANO RIVER DECLARATION 
AND ESTABLISHMENT OF MANO RIVER UNION (MRU) WAS CELEBRATED 
AT BO, GRAND CAPE MOUNT COUNTRY, LIBERIA ON OCTOBER 3. 
PRESIDENTS TOLBERT AND STEVENS WERE PRESENT AS WAS MOST OF 
THE LIBERIAN CABINET, SEVERAL SENIOR GOSL OFFICIALS, REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, APPROXI- 
MATELY ONE-THIRD OF THE CHIEFS OF MISSION AND CHARGES RESIDENT 
IN LIBERIA (INCLUDING U.S.) AND A HOST OF CAPE MOUNTAIN OFFI- 
CIALS AND CITIZENS. IN ADDITION MARKING MRU ANNIVERSARY, 
GROUND WAS BROKEN FOR 2.9 MILLION DLRS BRIDGE ACROSS MANO 
RIVER TO LINK LIBERIA AND SIERRA LEONE AT BO. 

2. TOLBERT AND STEVENS SIGNED SIX PROTOCOLS DEALING WITH MRU. 
THEY DEAL PRIMARILY WITH ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL, ORGANI- 
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REGISTER MRU WITH OAU ADMIN SECRETARIAT AND UN SECRETARIAT. 

3. TOLBERT, STEVENS AND SECGEN BRIGHT ALL MADE SPEECHES 
EXTOLLING VIRTUES. ADVANTAGES AND INTENDED BENEFITS OF MRU. 
BRIGHT SPECIFICALLY EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR USAID 
ASSISTANCE ON THE PREPARATORY STUDY FOR LINK ROAD AND 
BRIDGE. ALL THREE SOLICITED TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
FROM FRIENDS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR FUTURE MRU 
PROJECTS. BOTH TOLBERT AND STEVENS EXTENDED INVITATIONS TO 
NEIGHBORING "SISTER REPUBLICS" TO JOIN MRU. 

4. ALTHOUGH TOLBERT AND STEVENS SPEECHES FOLLOWED SAME 
THEMES, STEVENS MADE THREE INTERESTING DIGRESSIONS: (A) HE 
CALLED FOR RE-UNIFICATION OF LIBERIA AND SIERRA LEONE, 

SAYING THEY HAD BEEN SEPARATED BY "EXTERNAL FORCES"; (B) 

HE EXPRESSED OPPOSITION TO RAPID AGRICULTURAL MECHANIZATION 
STATING NO COUNTRY WITH HIGH AGRICULTURAL UNEMPLOYMENT COULD 
AFFORD TO MECHANIZE; (C) STATED HE HAD PERSONALLY INFORMED 
SEKOU TOURE OF GUINEA'S ELIGIBILITY TO JOIN MRU AND POINTED 
OUT THAT SIERRA LEONE AND GUINEA WERE ALREADY COOPERATING 
ON TWO BRIDGES "IN THE NORTH" LINKING THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

5. COMMENT: THE CELEBRATION AND SPEECHES WERE TYPICAL OF 
EVENTS OF THIS NATURE WITH CONSIDERABLE ORATORY AND FANFARE 
BUT LITTLE SUBSTANCE OTHER THAN THE SIGNING OF THE PROTOCOLS 
AND THE BRIDGE GROUND-BREAKING. NEVERTHELESS, ONE WAS LEFT 
WITH A DISTINCT AND POSITIVE IMPRESSION THAT BOTH GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE A SINCERE DESIRE TO SEE THE UNION BECOME VIABLE AND 
PRODUCTIVE. STEVENS DIGRESSIONS, HOWEVER, CONTRIBUTED A 

BIT OF AN AIR OF UNREALITY TO THE PROCEEDINGS. RE-UNIFI- 
CATION, IF MEANT IN A POLITICAL AND TERRITORIAL CONTEXT, 

SIMPLY WON'T SELL IN LIBERIA. TOLBERT SEES AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANIZATION AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN 
MODERNIZING AND INCREASING LIBERIAN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY. 
HE STRESSED THIS POINT ON SEPT 30 IN HIS SPEECH 
DELIVERED ON HIS RETURN FROM ROMANIA. THE GENUFLECTIONS 
TOWARD SEKOU TOURE, WHILE NOT UNUSUAL FOR STEVENS, SEEMED 
OUT OF PLACE IN LIBERIA ESPECIALLY IN TOLBERT’S PRESENCE 
AT A NON-CONTROVERSIAL EVENT IN WHICH GUINAS WAS NOT A 
PARTICIPANT. PERHAPS FREETOWN MIGHT WISH TO COMMENT ON 
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6. AIRGRAM FOLLOWS. 

BEAN 
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